
Growth in daily food expense of households  
has eased after 2022

Note: Numbers indicate cost per thali. A veg thali comprises roti, vegetables (onion, tomato, and potato), rice, dal, 
curd, and salad. For non-veg thali, chicken has been considered instead of dal.

Over April-December 2022, the 
average cost of a thali increased 
on-year each month due to higher 
prices of wheat, chicken, cooking 
fuel, and vegetable oil
• The cost of a veg thali rose 9% 

on-year, while that of a non-veg 
thali rose more than 32% on-year

• Broiler (chicken) prices rose more 
than 55% on-year due to elevated 
feed cost, which led to the steep 
hike in non-veg thali prices

• Wheat flour prices rose around 
15% on-year due to a heat wave-
induced decline in production 
even as demand remained 
healthy

• Vegetable oil prices increased 6%
• Adding fuel to the rising meal 

cost were higher LPG prices, 
which shot up 20% on-year

Since January 2023, thali prices 
have moderated sequentially
• In April 2023, the cost of a veg 

thali remained flat on-year and 
that of a non-veg thali declined 
2% on-year

• Vegetable oil and broiler prices 
declined 16% and 2-4% on-
year in April 2023, respectively, 
providing some respite

• Prices of wheat flour and LPG have 
risen 12% and 11% on-year in 
April 2023, respectively, preventing 
further decline in thali cost
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The average cost of a thali is calculated based on input prices prevailing in north, south, east, and west India. 
Monthly change reflects the impact on the common man’s expenditure. The data also reveals the ingredients 
(cereals, pulses, broiler, vegetables, spices, edible oil, cooking gas) driving changes in the cost of a thali.
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analytics. Our informed insights and opinions on the economy, industry, capital markets and companies drive impactful decisions for 
clients across diverse sectors and geographies. 

Our strong benchmarking capabilities, granular grasp of sectors, proprietary analytical frameworks and risk management solutions backed 
by deep understanding of technology integration, make us the partner of choice for public & private organisations, multi-lateral agencies, 
investors and governments for over three decades.

About CRISIL Limited 
CRISIL is a leading, agile and innovative global analytics company driven by its mission of making markets function better. 

It is India’s foremost provider of ratings, data, research, analytics and solutions with a strong track record of growth, culture of innovation, 
and global footprint.

It has delivered independent opinions, actionable insights, and efficient solutions to over 100,000 customers through businesses that 
operate from India, the US, the UK, Argentina, Poland, China, Hong Kong, UAE and Singapore.

It is majority owned by S&P Global Inc, a leading provider of transparent and independent ratings, benchmarks, analytics and data to the 
capital and commodity markets worldwide.

For more information, visit www.crisil.com
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